202 Savage Hill Road 
1780 
Savage/ Cheney Clock factory 


Elis Cheney (1769-1847), a clockmaker & Olive North 
(1772-1849) . 


Olcott Cheney (1795-1860) a clockmaker, & Harriet 
Blinn (1804-1869) 


Edwin Savage (1813-1894) & Frances Wilcox (1819- 
1894) 


Greek revival 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 


1811 Cheney Clock factory current owner: Mrs. Anna Lindquist Savage Hill 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 151 
1840 Savage current owner: Carolyn Ripper Greek revival 


According to local tradition, this building was originally a clock shop 
used by the Cheney family. Elisha Cheney came to Berlin about 1793, 
and manufactured clocks at a waterpower site on Spruce Brook. His son 
Olcott carried on the business at least into the 1820s. Berlin's land 
records neither confirm nor deny this tradition. The earliest con- 


firmed owners of the property were Seth and Thomas Savaae. (continued) 


19. (continued) : 


who sold it to Edwin Savage in 1856. The Savages and the Cheneys 
intermarried, so it is possible that the house was passed down in an 
unrecorded probate transaction. The architectural evidence clearly 
tends to refute the claim. Although it may well incorporate some 
material from an earlier building, the house as it stands now is 
clearly domestic in design and reflects the Greek Revival style, which 
did not appear in isolated locations such as Berlin until the early 
1830s. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sketch 


1780 current owner: Stephen & Maria Carpenter 


Genealogy 


Catharine North reports that he first came to Berlin as early as 1793 and lived for a time on Berlin St. ina 
house known as Fuller's Tavern, later owned by the Atwater Family. He had a house on the southwest 
corner of Main St. and Rte. 72 in East Berlin (it burned in 1891) and it was reported by Meyers to have 
been added onto so many times that "it had more gables than any other house in town." He had a clock 
factory across the street. Sixteen yokes of oxen were used to move the old house to its present 
location. It was bought by Edwin Savage and made into a residential home in 1837. In 1985 it was 
owned by Anna Lindquist. He made his clocks at first by whittlling the cogs with a pen knife. He may 
have later made clocks at a water power site on Spruce Brook. He was the brother-in-law of Simeon 
North, came to Berlin ca 1793. He was a member of Harmony Lodge (Masons) # 20 in 1802. North. 
History of Berlin. p. 221, 289 North, Dexter. John North of Farmington CT and his Descendants - p.45 
Meyers. Other times, other voices, p. 96 Brandegee, p. 40 


Elisha Cheney (1769-1847) son of Benjamin Cheney & Deborah Olcott. He was a clockmaker. He 
married Olive North (1772-1849) daughter of Jedediah North & Sarah Wilcox. They had children: 
Clarissa, Olcott, Olly, Harriet, Orry, Olive, Benjamin. They are buried in Rosce Cemetery, Illinois. 


Edwin Savage (1813-1894) son of Seth Savage & Esther Boardman. In 1837 he married Frances Wilcox 
(1819-1894) daughter of Elisha Wilcox & Hepzibah Cornwell. They had children: Henrietta, Lucy, and 
George. They are buried in Wilcox Cemetery. 


Thomas and Willis Savage had factory just south of bridge at Bower's corner where they made spittoons. 
May have owned 202 Savage Hill Rd, East Berlin circa 1840. Brandegee, Emily S.. Historical Papers of 
Berlin - p.40 


Thomas Savage (1816-1883) son of Seth Savage & Esther Boardman. In 1840 he married Esther Hough 
(18221-1881). They are buried in Hillside Cemetery, Cheshire, CT. 


Willis Savage (1818-1885) son of Seth Savage & Esther Boardman. In 1839 he married Ulyssa Moss 
(1820-1902) daughter of Leverett Moss & Lois Tuttle. They had children: Henry, Ada, Willis. They are 
buried in Wilcox Cemetery. 
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Savage House 


OWN CITY VILL OUNTY 


NO NUMBER (and/or location) 17-3 


202 Savage Hill Road 16-4/ 142/25 
OWNER(S) . 
Ripper, Carolyn F. vs = Berlin 06037 Clpubtic K] private 
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Greek Revival c.1840 (?) 


RIALS) (Indicate use or location when appropriate) 


(x) Clopboord Bi Asbestos Siding fa) Brick O Pe i) 
i, Wood Shingle {) Asphalt Siding 0 Fieldstone 
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Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
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Wood frame 0 Post and beam ere, 
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2 172 19” 2 26 
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/ 
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[3] Reree® i) Shop 0 Garden 


15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT e 

O Open land reer kk) Residential 0 Scattered buildings visible from site 
Indus- 

0 Commercial hire (0 Rural High building density 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AN URROUNOING 


The only older building”in an area of modern houses. 


_ 


Si 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDIN OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


This house has a three-bay front with a left entry.. Entry pilasters 
feature panels with applied’ xectangular blocks. The lintel has a wide 
plain entablature with a central molding and a simple molded cap. The 
door has rectangular lights over panels. There are beaded corner 
boards. Windows are fitted with 2-over-2 sash. The pedimented gable 
has a flushboarded attic story and a rectangular attic louver. To the 
left is an old one-story ell with a side entry. 
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This house is significant as a good example of the Greek Revival style. 
Although much of the exterior cladding is new, it preserves several 
important Greek Revival features. The gable-to-street orientation, 
pilaster -and-lintel entry, and flushboarded peak were all intended to 
suggest the massing and smooth masonry construction of the classical 
Greek temple. The lower side ell is also a typical feature in modest 
Greek Revival houses. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


According to local tradition, this building was originally a clock shop 
used by the Cheney family. Elisha Cheney came to Berlin about L793; 
and manufactured clocks at a waterpower site on Spruce Brook. His son 
Olcott carried on the business at least into the 1820s. Berlin's land 
records neither confirm nor deny this tradition. The earliest con- 
firmed owners of the property were Seth and Thomas Savage continued 


1855 Atlas 

Berlin Land Records 30:362-3 (1856) 
North, p. 288-94 
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19. (continued) : 


who sold it to Edwin Savage in 1856. The Savages and the Cheneys 
intermarried, so it is possible that the house was passed down in an 
unrecorded probate transaction. The architectural evidence clearly 
tends to refute the claim. Although it may well incorporate some 
material from an earlier building, the house as it stands now is ; 
clearly domestic in design and reflects the Greek Revival style, which 
did not appear in isolated locations such as Berlin until the early 


1830s. 


